A comparison of vaginal ultrasonic-guided and laparoscopic retrieval of oocytes for in vitro fertilization.
A retrospective analysis was undertaken to compare the less invasive technique of vaginal ultrasonic-guided oocyte retrieval with the standard laparoscopic technique. We have shown that the outcome of the transvaginal technique with respect to oocytes harvested, fertilization rate, and pregnancy rate is comparable with the laparoscopy technique. We have also shown that 9 clinicians with little previous expertise in ultrasound have been able to incorporate this technique into a busy and successful in vitro fertilization unit.